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at The Urbana Free Library

Rendering of library expansion by Ray Lytle.

Brrrr!  It’s January.  Time to write your list of New
Year’s resolutions and bundle up against the bitter
cold.  When there’s a chill in the air, stop by The
Urbana Free Library and warm up with a good
book and a hot beverage from the Latté Da! coffee
shop.  Books are great companions – they offer
entertainment, ideas, advice, thrills, inspiration,
laughs, surprises, and a brief escape from the deep
freeze!

If you’ve already made your list of New Year’s resolutions, the library has a
potpourri of information to help keep you on track and achieve your goals.  The
Urbana Free Library has aisles of books on physical fitness, starting your own
business, saving money, or taking a trip – just to name a few.

And if you’re still hunting for a resolution for the New Year – why not read
more books?  Here is a sneak preview of some upcoming titles that may pique
your interest!

Adult Fiction: The Associate by John Grisham
Publication date:  January 27, 2009

Plum Spooky by Janet Evanovich
Publication date:  January 6, 2009

Teens: 3 Willows by Ann Brashares
Publication date:  January 13, 2009

Forever Princess by Meg Cabot
Publication date: January 6, 2009

Children: Change Has Come by Kadir Nelson
Publication date: January 13, 2009

Last Straw (Diary of a Wimpy Kid #3) by Jeff Kinney
Publication date: January 13, 2009

Warm Up With a Good Book!
Staff Picks Blog
The Urbana Free Library’s skilled
Adult Services staff handpick
hundreds of new books, CDs, and
DVDs for purchase every month.
During the week, they also research
and respond to thousands of queries
by library users, and are always on
hand to offer titles you might find
interesting.

Whenever the librarians encounter
anything keen, cool, or just plain
weird (and they do, every day), they
will share their find with you on
the Staff Picks Blog, accessed
via the library ’s homepage at
urbanafreelibrary.org.

If you’re seeking reviews on cutting-
edge or groundbreaking authors,
handy how-to resources, off-the-wall
websites, or under-the-radar movies
and music, stop by the Staff Picks
Blog for a look-see.  Serendipity
often serves librarians well. Who
knows where it may lead you?
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11111 (Th) - Library closed for
New Year’s Day.

66666 (Tu) - Friends of The Urbana Free Library.
Monthly meeting.  Satterthwaite Conference
Room.  7:00-8:30 p.m.

1313131313 (Tu) - Urbana Free Library Board of
Trustees.  Monthly meeting.  Archives.
7:30-9:00 p.m.

1414141414 (W) - Research Night at the Archives/
Archives Open House.  Archives.
6:00-9:00 p.m.

1414141414 (W) - Mr. Stephens.  Prairie Breezes
concert series.  Get ready for some fun as
Tim Stephens entertains with crazy “fun kids”
music for fun-crazy kids.  Lewis Auditorium.
6:30-7:15 p.m.

1818181818 (Su) - Let Us Entertain You: Songs Made
Popular by Famous Singers.  UFLive!
concert series.  Local music legend Dan
Perrino presents Caitlin Caruso Dobbs,
who will entertain with songs made famous
by Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald,
and others.  Busey-Mills Reading Room.
2:00-3:30 p.m.

  19  19  19  19  19  (M) - Library closed for
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

2525252525 (Su) - UFL Reads! At the Movies. Adult
book club.  Read, watch, and discuss
Akeelah and the Bee by James Whitfield
Ellison.  Lewis Auditorium.  1:15-4:00 p.m.

2727272727 (Tu) - Urbana Free Library Foundation.
Monthly meeting.  Satterthwaite Conference
Room.  7:00-8:30 p.m.

This Month’s Events
Art gallery – Framed prints provided by
Cinema Gallery.

It’s Your Library! – A display of books about
libraries in the library’s exhibit case.

For a complete schedule and description of programs
for children, pick up a copy of our Children’s Events
monthly calendar.  For a complete schedule of all
current and upcoming events at The Urbana Free
Library, visit urbanafreelibrary.org and view the
library’s online events calendar.

UFL Reads! At the Movies – Book Club for Adults
Beginning in January, you can star with other book clubbers in this 3-month
multi-media program.  Your role is simple – read the book, watch the film, and
join the discussion.

The curtain goes up on January 25, when we read, watch, and discuss Akeelah
and the Bee, by James Whitfield Ellison.  Show time will begin at 1:15 p.m.,
followed at 3:00 p.m. by a discussion of the book and the film.  You are welcome
to join us for the movie, or just for the discussion, or
both.  The choice is yours!

UFL Reads! At the Movies will meet the fourth Sunday
of most months in the library’s Lewis Auditorium on
the ground floor.

2008 Teens’ Top Ten
Each year the Young Adult Library Services
Association (YALSA) hosts a Teens’ Top Ten, a
“teen choice” list where teens nominate and
choose their favorite books of the year.  This year
8,000 teens from across the country voted for their
favorite titles of 2008 and the results are in!

• Topping the list is Eclipse, book three in the phenomenally successful vampire
series by Stephenie Meyer. The number two slot went to Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows, the final book in the series by J.K. Rowling.

• Fantasy titles dominate the list, with Extras by Scott Westerfeld, Vampire
Academy by Richelle Mead, City of Bones by Cassandra Clare, and The Sweet
Far Thing by Libba Bray.  

• In the Realistic Fiction category, the titles include Before I Die by Jenny
Downham, and Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson. 

• Teens also give high marks to Maximum Ride:  Saving the World and Other
Extreme Sports, the action-packed novel by best-selling author James
Patterson.

• And just for fun – the hilarious book by Jeff Kinney, Diary of a Wimpy Kid.

If you’re interested in checking out a title from the Teens’ Top Ten, visit the
library catalog 24/7 at urbanafreelibrary.org or stop by the adult services desk.
Readers who can’t get enough may pick up a list of read-alikes, or titles with
plots similar to those on the Teens’ Top Ten.   You’ll find the list in the young
adult area at the library.  Happy reading!
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LIBRARY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Circulation (renewals) .............................. 367-4057

Adult Reference Desk .............................. 367-4405

Children’s Question Desk ........................ 367-4069

Champaign Co. Historical Archives ......... 367-4025

Administration ........................................... 367-4058

TTY for hearing-impaired ......................... 367-4405

WEBSITE & ONLINE CATALOG

urbanafreelibrary.org

LIBRARY HOURS

Adult and Children’s Services

9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Friday - Saturday

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Sunday

Champaign County Historical Archives

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Saturday

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Sunday

Get Graphic!
Have you heard of graphic novels?  Graphic
novels look like comic books and comic strips,
but are more like novels in that the story or
stories are in a book format.  With complex
characters, bold artwork, and plots as deep as
those found in traditional novels, graphic novels
are rapidly growing in popularity and can be
found at your library!

A recurring theme in graphic novels is the main
characters’ struggles to find their place in the
world.  Here are eight titles for you to sample:

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
741.504 / YAN
The story of a Chinese-American youth torn between two cultures.

Blankets by Craig Thompson
741.504 / THO
A Midwestern teen is caught between adolescent love and his parents’
overbearing discipline.

Epileptic by David B.
741.504 / B
Author’s story of his family’s attempts to help his epileptic and unstable brother.

I Never Liked You by Chester Brown
741.504 / BRO
Memoir of the author’s adolescence and his relationships with friends, family,
and enemies.

Paul Has a Summer Job by Michel Rabagliati
741.504 / RAB
A teen working at a summer camp learns to work with underprivileged kids
and bonds with a fellow counselor.

La Perdida by Jessica Abel
741.5973 / ABE
Estranged from her father, a young biracial woman goes to Mexico in search
of her roots.

Perfect Example by John Porcellino
741.504 / POR
Teen from the Chicago suburbs struggles with depression and loneliness.

Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
741.504 / SAT
Author’s tale of her childhood in Iran and fight to define herself as society
will permit.

Look what Brian found
at The UFL!
It’s break time!  Brian, one of the
library’s talented team of librarians,
escapes from the adult services desk to
sneak a peek at some graphic novels
(see article to the left for some great
graphic novel titles).
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Return Service Requested

Coming
April 3, 2009

The Fairy Tale Ball

Please check one: ❑Renewing member ❑ New member

Please check one: ❑Adult member ❑ Junior member

I would like to: ❑Consult with The Urbana Free Library Foundation
about a gift for library development.

Enclosed is: $ for membership

$ for Friends’ projects

(Checks payable to: The Friends of The Urbana Free Library)

Enclosed is: $ for library

development

(Checks payable to: The Urbana Free Library Foundation)

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE . . .  Annual membership is
$10.00 for each adult.  Junior membership (12 years and
younger) is $1.00.  Any additional contribution is welcome.
The Friends of The Urbana Free Library is a not-for-profit
organization.  All gifts are tax deductible.

_

The Friends of The Urbana Free Library MEMBERSHIP FORM
210 West Green Street
Urbana, Illinois  61801-5326

Name Phone e-mail FAX Date

Address City State Zip
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